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Senators Form Career  
and Technical Education 
Caucus

The Association for Career and 
Technical Education (ACTE) reports 
that U.S. Senators Tim Kaine (D-VA) 
and Rob Portman (R-OH) have start-
ed a Senate Career and Technical 
Education Caucus. The association 
lauds the bi-partisan effort to form 
the caucus, which it says will serve 
as “the voice for career and technical 
education on Capitol Hill.”

“Career and technical education 
programs nationwide have a rich his-
tory of equipping students with the 
skills that they need for success in 
high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand 
careers in growing industries,” said 
ACTE Executive Director LeAnn Wil-
son. “ACTE is pleased that Senators 
Kaine and Portman have committed 
themselves to supporting millions of 
CTE students, educators, and ad-
ministrators nationwide and helping 
to prepare America’s 21st-century 
workforce.... We look forward to 
partnering with the senators to build 
congressional support for federal 
policies that will ensure the contin-
ued success and growth of our na-
tion’s CTE programs.”

“Through career and technical 
programs we can strengthen the 
links between the classroom and the 
workplace, helping students acquire 
the education and skills that will help 
them find employment and enjoy 
productive, successful lives after 
graduation…. I am proud to launch 
the Senate Career and Technical 
Education Caucus with Senator 
Portman and I look forward to work-
ing together to improve CTE,” said 
Kaine.

Portman added that “we must 
close the skills gap to get Americans 
working again. One way we can do 
that is by focusing on career and 
technical education that equips 
workers with credentials, certifi-

cates, and other training that will 
match them with open jobs. I look 
forward to working with Senator 
Kaine as a co-chair of the Senate 
Career and Technical Education Cau-
cus to bridge the skills gap and get 
Americans back to work.”

ACTE notes that CTE programs 
provide rigorous academic and tech-
nical training to 94% of American 
high school students and 12 million 
postsecondary students.

Analysis of Entry-Level 
STEM Jobs Released

Burning Glass Technologies, a 
Boston-based labor market analytics 
firm, has conducted an analysis of 
STEM job postings in 2013. The firm’s 
research reveals that the demand for 
STEM talent is significantly greater 
than commonly reported, and the 
supply of STEM college graduates 
continues to lag far behind employer 
STEM talent needs. 

Some key findings:
 Forty-eight percent of all entry-

level jobs requiring a bachelor’s 
degree or higher (BA+) are in STEM 
fields, while only 29% of bachelor’s 
degree graduates earn a STEM de-
gree. At the sub-baccalaureate level, 
24% of entry-level jobs are in STEM 
fields, while 32% of sub-BA degrees 
are in STEM concentrations. 

 Looking across all jobs, STEM 
jobs account for 38% of total online 
postings but only 16% of total em-
ployment. The Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics predicts that STEM jobs will 
grow 55% faster than non-STEM jobs 
over the next decade.

 There are 2.5 entry-level job 
postings for each new four-year 
graduate in STEM fields compared 
with 1.1 postings for each new BA 
graduate in non-STEM fields. 

 STEM jobs offer a substantial 
salary premium. The advertised 
salary for entry-level STEM jobs 
requiring a BA or higher is $66,123 

compared with $52,299 for non-STEM 
jobs. This difference of approximate-
ly $14,000 represents a 26% premium. 
At the sub-BA level, the average 
entry-level salary is $47,856 for STEM 
jobs and $37,424 for non-STEM jobs. 
This difference of over $10,000 repre-
sents a 28% premium. 

To see the full report, go to www.
burning-glass.com/stem.

Free Webinars  
on Metal Cutting

Hypertherm, a manufacturer of 
plasma, laser, and waterjet cutting 
systems, has announced new free, 
educational webinars on cutting 
metal and other industrial materials. 
Webinar topics include optimizing 
CAM nesting software for increased 
performance; working with waterjet 
technology; gouging, beveling; cut-
ting tube, pipe, and stainless steel; 
and a comparison webinar that looks 
at how different cutting technologies 
stack up against one another. The 
series is free and open to everyone. 
To register, go to http://response.
hypertherm.com/CurrentWebinars.

Hypertherm also offers a number 
of other free webinars and training 
and educational materials at www.
hypertherm.com. 

 
Calendar
Mar. 3-5. Association for Career and 

Technical Education’s National Policy 

Seminar. Washington, DC. www.

acteonline.org/nps.

Mar. 5-7. New York State Technology 

and Engineering Educators Asso-

ciation Annual Conference. Hudson 

Valley Community College, Malta, NY. 

http://nysteea.org.

Mar. 26-28. American Technical Educa-

tion Association National Confer-

ence. Minneapolis, MN. www. 

ateaonline.org.

Mar. 27-29. International Technology 

and Engineering Educators Associa-

tion Annual Conference. Orlando, FL. 

www.iteea.org/Conference/ 

conferenceguide/htm.

Apr. 26-27. USA Science and Engineer-

ing Festival, Washington, DC. www.

usasciencefestival.org.
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